
CATA Curricular Code Change Proposal
Submission Instructions, please read in full before submitting your proposal:

1. Fill in all the below information.
2. Download the current code from the CATA Website: Curricular Activities Code

1. Do not delete anything from the code.  Strikethrough parts to delete.  Any new wording,
type into the code and highlight in yellow.

2. Upload "Proposed Code" below.
3. Upload any additional documents if needed
4. Scroll all the way to the bottom and sign the form.

3. IMPORTANT - Answering "Yes" to any of the questions requires the Host Site's Contest
Coordinator's signature.

1. After all information is filled out, codes are updated and you have signed the form, hit
"Save" on the bottom right-hand corner. DO NOT hit "SUBMIT".

2. Once you hit "Save" a box will appear with a link.  This link is specific to your proposal. You
can email the link to yourself and also copy from this box.

3. Email this link to the Host Site coordinator to review your proposal.  When emailing the
Host Site, request that they review your proposal and sign in the "Host Site Coordinator's"
Signature box.  Request that they hit "Save" after signing the document and let you know
that the signature is complete.

4. Using the link, pull up your proposal and confirm that the signatures are complete and hit
"Submit".  Once you hit "Submit", you will no longer be able to make any changes to your
submission.

Name of Contest:
Cotton

Curricular Codes Open - List A Out of Rotation Curricular Codes 
Cotton

Revive a Contest: Please enter the name of the
contest below and contact the CATA office for a
copy of the Code.

Proposed by:
Adam Jacobo

School:
Los Banos Junior High

Email:
ajacobo@losbanosusd.net

Issue:
The proposed revision would transition the written exam portion of the contest from an open question bank
format to a defined bank of 200 questions.
Under this proposed structure, the 200 questions would serve as the official study resource for the contest.
The question bank would be reviewed and updated every three years to reflect changes and
advancements within the cotton industry, ensuring that the material remains current and relevant.

The intent of this proposal is to:
• Provide greater clarity and consistency in contest preparation

https://www.calagteachers.org/curricular-activities-code


• Ensure alignment with current cotton industry standards and practices
• Establish a manageable and transparent study framework for students and coaches
• Maintain the academic rigor of the contest while improving instructional focus

As part of this proposal, one suggestion for consideration is that the coaches of the top five teams from the
previous year and/or the state finals host serve on a rotating committee to develop and revise the 200
questions, 120 True/False questions and 80 multiple-choice questions. This approach could help ensure
industry relevance, shared ownership, and statewide representation in maintaining the integrity of the
contest materials.

As coaches and agricultural educators, your input is critical in shaping this proposal. I welcome your
feedback, recommendations, or concerns as we move forward in drafting this potential revision.

Thank you for your continued dedication to preparing students for excellence in cotton judging and
agricultural education.

This proposal will require a contest to open out of rotation: (Please note: It is highly recommended
that you, or a representative, attend the pre-conference governing board meeting to answer any
questions regarding proposed curricular code changes to contests that are requested to be
opened out of rotation.)
Yes

The change will affect General Rules:
No

The change will affect the awards needed:
No

The proposed change will affect contest forms:
No

The proposed change will affect contest hosting site (e.g. additional facilities, new sections,
additional scoring, etc.)
No

If you answered YES to any of the above questions, please explain:
The proposed revision would transition the written exam portion of the contest from an open question bank
format to a defined bank of 200 questions.
Under this proposed structure, the 200 questions would serve as the official study resource for the contest.
The question bank would be reviewed and updated every three years to reflect changes and
advancements within the cotton industry, ensuring that the material remains current and relevant.

Which JudgingCard scorecard will be used for
tabulations?

Is this a New Contest Proposal?
No



If you answered YES to this being a New Contest
Proposal, please indicate who will be sponsoring
the contest.  New Contest Proposals require a 3-
year sponsor.

Contact information for Sponsor:

If you answered yes to any of the above questions, you need to include the
following signature:

Host Site Contest Coordinator's Name:
Adam Jacobo

CDE Host Site Contest Coordinator's Signature (agreeing that
changes are able to be accommodated by the host site.)

Upload code with tracked changes:
Cotton Amendment (2).docx

Upload any additional information you would
like:

Please sign below:
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COTTON  
Revised 12/2023 
Purpose 
The Cotton contest seeks to effectively prepare the students for the expectation of the cotton industry.  
Workers seeking careers in cotton must not only develop a high degree of knowledge and skill, they 
must also develop the ability to solve difficult problems.  This contest blends the critical thinking, 
mathematical, and plant biology knowledge and skills along with the ability to express oneself through 
oral communication.  The knowledge gained from this contest can also be applied to general crop 
production.  California Career Technical Education Model Curriculum Standards addressed by this event 
include: 
 
Foundation Standards:  Academics 1.1 Mathematics 15.0, 8.0, 11.0, 1.3 History-Social Science 
12.2.2, 12.2.5, 12.2.6, 12.2.7, 12.2.10, 2.0 Communication, 2.4 Listening and Speaking 1.1, 2.2,  
1.8, 9.0 Leadership and Teamwork. 
 
Plant and Soil Science Pathway Standards: G 1.0 - G1.1, G1.3, G1.5, G1.6, G3.0 - G3.1, G3.2,  
G3.3, G3.4, G3.5, G3.6, G 5.0 - G5.1, G5.2, G5.3, G5.4, G5.5, G 6.0 - G6.1, G6.2, G 7.0 -  
G7.1, G7.2, G10.0 - G10.1, G10.3, and G11.0 - G11.1, G11.3, G11.4. 

Contestants 
The team shall consist of three or four members.  The scores of the three highest team members shall 
be used for the team score.  All team members are eligible for individual awards.   
 
“A" teams shall consist of four members, the three highest scores will count as the team score, and will 
compete for State Championship. Only one “A” team may be entered.  More than one "B" team per 
school may enter. Any other members, e.g., alternates not on the "A" or "B" teams may also participate 
in the "B" contest.  

Classes 
Class Individual Points Team Points 
Plants 50 150 
Open Bolls 50 150 
Cotton Lint 50 150 
Cotton Seed 50 150 
Plant Reasons 50 150 
Open Boll Reasons 50 150 
Cotton Lint Reasons 50 150 
Cotton Seed Reasons 50 150 
Quiz 100 300 
TOTAL 500 1500 
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Tie Breaker 
Judging - Overall Contest 

1. Individual or team total reasons score. 
2. Individual or team examination score. 

Judging – Sub--contests 
1. Individual or team reasons score for that sub-contest. 
2. Individual or team total reasons score. 
3. Individual or team total overall score. 

Quiz 
1. Individual or team total reasons score. 
2. Individual or team overall score. 

Sub-contest Awards 
Sub-contest awards will be given for high teams and individuals in the following areas: Plants, Open 
Bolls, Lint, Seed, Quiz (Reasons included in respective class sub-contests). 

Rules 
I. Time 

A. Quiz - Fifty (50) minutes shall be allowed. 
B. Judging - Twelve (12) minutes shall be allowed for each of four (4) classes of four (4) samples 

each. 
C. Reasons - Two (2) minutes shall be allowed for giving reasons on each class. 

II. Judging samples may not be touched or handled in any way. 
III. Outline of the Contest  

A. A 100-point quiz will emphasize the practical and important aspects of cotton growing, 
harvesting, ginning, and marketing; the factors used in judging the quality of plants, bolls, 
seeds and lint; and the kinds of things a cotton farmer is expected to know about cotton in 
California. 
 

1. The quiz shall utilize an official bank of 200 questions (120 True/False and 80 
Multiple Choice) created by the coaches from the top 5 teams from State Finals. 

The purpose of the official question bank is to: 

• Provide greater clarity and consistency in contest preparation  
• Ensure alignment with current cotton industry standards and practices  
• Establish a manageable and transparent study framework for students and coaches  
• Maintain the academic rigor of the contest while improving instructional focus  

2. The 100-point quiz shall consist of thirty (30) True/False questions of two (2) points 
each and twenty (20) multiple choice questions of two (2) points each. 

3. Scoring shall be done on Scantron answer sheet provided. All contestants bring a 
No. 2 pencil for this. 

B. The critique will cover all classes and the test. All schools entering the contest will be mailed 
a copy of last year’s quiz. 

C. The judging classes will be selected to show both desirable and undesirable qualities in each 
of the classes with sufficient and recognizable differences to be put in logical order of merit 
with sound reasons for the placing. 
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1. Only Upland cotton (Gossypium Hirsutum), Pima Cotton (Gossypium Barbadense), 
or Acala Hybrid will be judged.  The species of each class will be determined by the 
host and labeled as such.  Each class must contain only one specie.  Questions on 
the quiz will involve both Pima and Upland cotton. 

2. Judging and Reasons - 400 points total (50 for placing and 50 for reasons in each of 
the four (4) judging classes). 

3. The following score cards are provided as a guide for judging and are not considered 
empirical. 

D. Reasons scores based on content and oral presentation. (approximately 50% of each) 
IV. Judging Score Card Guide 

A. PLANTS - Four (4) entries each representing four (4) feet of row. 
1. Score Card  

a) Plants - moderate (3-4 feet) uniform height, symmetrical, free of disease, 
many fruiting limbs well distributed, machine harvest type 30% 

b) Production - indicated by many well developed bolls, starting with the first 
fruiting position on the branch. 40% 

c) Bolls - abundant, uniformly mature, uniformly distributed, large, free of 
insect and disease damage. 20% 

d) Exhibition - plants well defoliated, bolls clean, uniform plants. 10% 
B.  OPEN BOLLS - Four (4) entries of twenty (20) bolls each, displayed with ten bolls in the 

upright position and ten bolls down in one display case. 
1. SCORE CARD  

a) Size of bolls - large, well opened ready for harvest. 20% 
b) Uniformity of bolls, all mature. 20% 
c) Color - white to creamy preferred. 20% 
d) Condition - free from damage of insects and disease, free from immature 

fibers, free from stains. 20% 
e) Display - free from trash, well displayed and trimmed. 20% 

C. COTTON LINT - No stapling of cotton will be required. Judge only the top surface of each 
entry. 

1. Score Card  
a) Color - brilliant white color free from stains, spots, or discoloration. 35% 
b) Trash - (leaf and extraneous matter) - free from foreign materials such as 

leaf, grass, motes, etc. (Pin or pepper leaf is worse than large leaf). 30% 
c) Preparation - smoothly ginned and free from neps and naps, and rough 

appearance. 35% 
D. COTTON SEED - Four (4) samples of approximately one (1) pound each of gin-run seed. 

Judge only the top surface of each entry. 
1. Score Card  

a) Maturity - plump, good weight, quality of linters (fibers bright and resilient) 
full-bodied meats. 30% 

b) Trash - clean, free from sticks, stems, motes, cross contamination, and leaf 
trash. Free from weed seeds. 20% 

c) Uniformity - freedom from pinched thin blank seeds, uniform linters on 
seeds. 20% 
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d) Condition - free from discoloration or weathering of linters or seeds. 
Amount of lint (excess lint remaining on seed is undesirable). Freedom from 
damaged kernels (heat or cracked), overall general appearance. 30% 

V. References: The following references may be helpful in learning more about quality cotton 
production:  

A. University of California Cooperative Extension Publications dealing with: Cotton Irrigation, 
Harvesting; Diseases; Quality; Chemical Harvest Aids. A current list of the publications is 
contained in the "Agricultural Publications Catalog", which is updated annually and is 
available from: Publications, University of California, 6701 San Pablo Ave, Oakland, CA 
94608-1239. Telephone 1-800-994-8849. The University of California Cooperative Extension 
Publications, Cotton Production – the red covered book, shall supersede all other books. 

B. The Classification of Cotton U.S.D.A., Agricultural Handbook 556 (1993). 
C. Issues of cotton industry publications; ie. 

Cotton Grower Farming, California Farmer, California-Arizona Farm Press, Western Farm 
Press, The Cotton Chronicle from California Cotton Ginners, and Growers Association. The 
last date of publication must be a minimum of 30 days and a maximum of 1 year. 

D. Issues of California Cotton Review, a newsletter published periodically by Cooperative 
Extension, University of California, Oakland, CA 94612-3650, published in the last nine 
months. 
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